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The definition of good and evil is determined by laws established by
God, a historical ruler or the will of the people. Whoever violates the
laws becomes guilty, is held liable and then punished. The message
from Jesus of Nazareth about the benevolent God and trust in His
absolute willingness to forgive is completely different.

Eugen Drewermann conducts a cultural-historical survey of the
concepts of punishment and law from the early cultures in
Mesopotamia to the Germanic, Carolingian and Staufer peoples in the European Middle Ages. And he shows
how the cross is the memorial of Jesus against this violence, both internally and externally.
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Eugen Drewermann, born in 1940, has a doctorate in theology. When he was suspended from the priesthood
and the teaching profession, he began a career as a psychotherapist and writer. To date he has written more
than eighty books and his works have been translated into more than a dozen languages.
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